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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JOLLY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
February 11, 2015. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID W. 
JOLLY to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Pate, one 
of his secretaries. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with each party 
limited to 1 hour and each Member 
other than the majority and minority 
leaders and the minority whip limited 
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m. 

f 

ADMIRAL ROBERT HARPER 
SHUMAKER ON THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF HIS CAPTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. DOLD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, February 11, 
2015. What is the special significance? 
We become involved in our routines 

and our responsibilities. We greet our 
colleagues, and the day continues. This 
was not the case 50 years ago. 

A young Navy pilot climbed into the 
cockpit of his F–8 Crusader aboard the 
USS Coral Sea, readying himself for a 
mission over North Vietnam. 

Now, imagine yourself, Mr. Speaker, 
as a young naval aviator. They are 
some of the best that we have in our 
Armed Forces—some may say a little 
cocky. They are actually able to fly a 
flying engine, in essence. An F–8 Cru-
sader can go faster than the speed of 
sound. They can fly missions and actu-
ally land back on a ship at night in 
rough seas. 

So, 50 years ago today, this young 
naval aviator boarded his F–8 Crusader 
and was going to fly a low-level mis-
sion about 1,000 feet above the surface. 
Yet, after he took on some fire, very 
quickly he realized that he was in some 
trouble. The cockpit filled with smoke, 
and he had a very short amount of time 
to exit the plane. His parachute opened 
at about 35 feet above the ground, and 
he broke his back upon impact. This 
young pilot’s world had just changed— 
and dramatically. What was he going 
to do with the pain? His first thought 
was: ‘‘When am I going to be killed?’’ 
He was picked up very quickly and was 
marched by bayonet. 

The interesting thing, Mr. Speaker, 
is that, as the second American aviator 
shot down over North Vietnam, he was 
a prize and, therefore, was photo-
graphed. While this may not seem 
lucky, it was actually very fortunate 
in the fact that his family now knew 
and the people back in the United 
States now knew that he was alive and 
in captivity. He was, indeed, one of the 
lucky ones because, as the POWs would 
mount over this conflict in Vietnam, 
many did not have that same luck. 

On having broken his back on im-
pact, he was looking for medical atten-
tion. The medical attention he received 
was a white robe and a bunch of cam-

eras, taking pictures, and as soon as 
the cameras left, the extent of his med-
ical treatment ceased. He was taken to 
the Hoa Lo Prison, which we now affec-
tionately know as the Hanoi Hilton. He 
was the one who was eventually cred-
ited with naming the Hanoi Hilton. 

As those who know who have been in 
captivity and as many of us have read, 
when you are in captivity, you are able 
to give your captors four basic—what 
they call the big four—pieces of infor-
mation: your name, your rank, your se-
rial number, and your date of birth. As 
we know, this obviously was not going 
to be enough. 

Over the next 8 years and a day, this 
naval aviator endured some of the 
worst torture. At some point in time, 
everyone breaks, and the torture that 
they endured and that this man en-
dured eventually had to give—whether 
it was sitting on broomsticks for days 
at a time or tying your arms behind 
your back and then having your elbows 
brought together by ropes and then 
slowly risen above your head. So he did 
give some additional information. 

His father was a lawyer but also 
owned a farm in Pennsylvania. The Vi-
etnamese wanted to know how many 
chickens did they have. At some point 
in time, he said: That is pretty innoc-
uous information. I will let them 
know—19 chickens. He knew when he 
got back to his cell, and some of these 
cells, Mr. Speaker, were about 3 by 9, 
some 4 by 9. Now, just imagine spend-
ing 10 hours in a 4-by-9-foot space, not 
to mention 21⁄2 years of solitary con-
finement, 8 years in captivity. So he 
gave this additional information, and 
as he went back to his cell, he realized 
it was going to get worse and worse. He 
tried to take his own life, Mr. Speaker, 
because he thought he had let his coun-
try down. 

Communication, however, was a huge 
savior—a savior for himself and for the 
other men who would be in captivity— 
that sense of camaraderie, that sense 
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